June 26, 2008
Dear Valued Healthcare Administrator:

This letter serves as an invitation to take part in a focus group as part of a research study to discuss sepsis and its related conditions, and management. This research study is being conducted through the University of Kansas Medical Center in conjunction with Dr. Steven Simpson with Dale Grube, MA, as the primary investigator. The focus group will be held from 2:30-3:30 p.m. immediately following the CAH State Network Council Meeting on July 29 in Wichita.
The University of Kansas Medical Center (KUMC) Continuing Education office is working in collaboration with KUMC Area Health Education Centers (AHEC’s) to create an ongoing series of continuing education programs focused on sepsis and its related complications and comorbidities. In order to understand issues faced by healthcare professionals statewide, we are conducting focus groups and issuing questionnaires to collect data on these health issues. By collecting data directly from hospital administrators statewide, the hope is to adequately address educational needs when providing these programs. The hope is to increase quality of patient care and management of this challenging and prominent disease.
Data collected at both the focus group session, as well as that submitted via questionnaire responses, will be anonymously compiled and used to 1) secure grant funding to make such a series of programs possible and 2) develop the curriculum for the program series to ensure that the series responds to identified needs. Participation in either a focus group and/or questionnaire completion is completely voluntary. KUMC Continuing Education will maintain all data collected securely.
If you have an interest to participate in a focus group or to complete a questionnaire, please call Elizabeth Wenske at 913-588-4493, or Trudy Sims at 913-588-4484 or Fax this letter back to the University of Kansas Continuing Medical Education office with the following information filled in and the appropriate lines checked yes.
FAX number: 913-588-4486
Name: ________________________ Email: ________________________

Telephone number _________________ Address________________________________

Participate in Focus Group: yes __________ Participate in a questionnaire: yes________

Thank you,

Elizabeth Wenske, PhD

University of Kansas Continuing Medical Education

913-588-4493
